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DINING: Heidenreich resurfaces at Chef
Joseph's
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When Mass Ave eatery Agio closed last
summer, I mourned the loss of chef/owner
Joseph Heidenreich’s tasty empanadas.
Then a couple of months ago, Heidenreich
resurfaced at Chef Joseph’s at the
Connoisseur Room (115 E. Ohio St., 600-3577).
With him leading the culinary charge, the one-time cabaret venue
opened for weekday “executive” lunches and special evening events—
including pre-symphony dinners, beer-and-tapas suppers, and wine
and bourbon tastings.
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The Red Grouper
Tempura sandwich ($14.95), above, was tasty but hard to eat without
a fork. Seaweed salad and banana ketchup complete the meal. (IBJ
Photo/ Perry Reichanadter)
We ventured over at midday, finding the coat-and-tie crowd
comfortably ensconced amid the dark wood and exposed brick.
Anything billed as “fine dining” usually makes me nervous, but the
friendly, attentive staff kept me from worrying too much about which
fork to use.
The limited menu likewise was accessible but still classy. Heidenreich
focuses on fresh ingredients, changing the lineup every other week.
Sadly, his empanadas weren’t available the day we visited, but rumor
has it they’re in the rotation.
Although we were tempted by the Fried Alligator Tail ($9.95) and
Cheesy Corn Chip Fried Goat Cheese ($9.95), we started with a cup
of the Harvest Pork Stew ($4.95) served with a moist, tasty roll.
Although the portion was a bit smaller than we would have liked, the
thick soup was flavorful and chock full of pork and potatoes. The
promised apples were less evident.
My Steak Burger ($10.95) was perfectly prepared despite my “When
Harry Met Sally”-like list of modifications. Topped with tangy bleu
cheese and sweet grilled onions (and minus the red wine sauce), the
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cheese and sweet grilled onions (and minus the red wine sauce), the
meat patty was juicy, well-seasoned and plenty filling. And despite
our server’s initial uncertainty, the kitchen substituted a small spinach
salad for the standard house-made chips.
But the standout of the meal was my companion’s Red Grouper
Tempura sandwich ($14.95), served with a crisp seaweed salad. True
to its name, the fish was lightly battered—just enough to provide a
little crunch. A slice of pineapple gave the dish some welcome zing,
as did the spicy banana ketchup. We couldn’t detect much banana flavor (unless you count the banana
peppers that supply the heat), but it was a worthy condiment.
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As good as the Banana Pecan Bread Pudding sounded, we ran out of room before dessert. Maybe we’ll
save some space next time. Unless we fill up on empanadas.•

@IBJNews

@Propertylines

@IBJTheScore

@IBJArts

@IBJHealthcare

@IBJDining

—Andrea Muirragui Davis

@IBJLists

@IBJSmallbiz

__________
Fourth in a month-long series of looks at newer downtown eateries.
Officials steered lease deal to Bales
Daniels' chief of staff purchased
parcel from Bales

ADVERTISEMENT

$28M didn't get Super Bowl donors
many perks
Beneficiaries of Super Bowl spending range from
lighting firm to barber shop

Most Read

Most E-mailed

Recent Comments

1. WISH says reporter firing not due to downsizing
2. Colts release Caldwell as coach after 2-14 season
3. Super Bowl plans set for former Nordstrom space
4. UPDATE: Colts tap Eagles exec for general manager's job

IBJ CONVERSATIONS

0 Comments

Add Comment

5. Fieldhouse gets Bankers Life name

POST A COMMENT TO THIS STORY
COMMENTS POLICY
We reserve the right to remove any post that we feel is obscene, profane, vulgar, racist, sexually explicit,
abusive, or hateful.

Video

Photo Gallery

IBJ Event Videos

You are legally responsible for what you post and your anonymity is not guaranteed.
Posts that insult, defame, threaten, harass or abuse other readers or people mentioned in IBJ editorial
content are also subject to removal. Please respect the privacy of individuals and refrain from posting
personal information.
No solicitations, spamming or advertisements are allowed. Readers may post links to other informational
websites that are relevant to the topic at hand, but please do not link to objectionable material.

Super Bowl parties
boon to Padjen's
venue

Inside Dish: Slippery Leading Questions:
Noodle Inn
Jim Arnold

More Videos

We may remove messages that are unrelated to the topic, encourage illegal activity, use all capital letters
or are unreadable.
Messages that are flagged by readers as objectionable will be reviewed and may or may not be removed.
Please do not flag a post simply because you disagree with it.

March 1, 2012 Power Breakfast Series - Going Green
March 2, 2012 Health Care Heroes

NAME*

EMAIL* (will not be displayed)

March 16, 2012 Power Breakfast Series - Technology
June 8, 2012 Conexus - The State of Manufacturing &
Logistics
More Listings

Submit a Community Event

COMMENT TITLE *

COMMENTS *

Fox59: Breaking local news, morning news, Indiana weather news

ADVERTISEMENT

TYPE THE TWO WORDS:

BACK TO TOP

SEARCH

SUBSCRIPTIONS

EVENTS

ADVERTISING

IBJ.COM

Online & Print Subscriptions

Upcoming IBJ Events

Print Advertising

Book of Lists

FREE eNews & eAlerts

Event Sponsorship

Online Advertising

In Depth

Award Nominations

Contacts

Small Biz

Classifieds

Editorial Calendar

Submit Advertising

Archives

Career Opportunities

IBJ Digital Newspaper

SUBMIT TO EDIT
News Tip/Story Idea

SUPPORT & INFORMATION

Submit People

Customer Service

Submit Records

Contact Us

Correction to Story

Privacy Policy

Top 25 List info

Career Opportunities

Mobile Phone App

Award Nominations

Newsstand Locations

Mobile Website

Award Recipients

Reprints

Photo Gallery

Letter to the Editor
Press Release
FTP to IBJ

ONLINE PRODUCTS
Bookstore

Past Print Issues
Magazines/Supplements
MULTIMEDIA

FREE IBJ.com Registrations

OTHER IBJ MEDIA WEBSITES

Video

The Indiana Lawyer

IBJ on Facebook

Court & Commercial Record

IBJ on Twitter

IBJ Custom Publishing

Get IBJ Widgets

IBJ Book Publishing

IBJ.COM ACCOUNT
My Account

Polls

OTHER PRODUCTS
NewsBank

Copyright © 2012 All Rights Reserved. Privacy Policy | Terms of Use.
Design, CMS, Hosting & Web Development :: ePublishing.

Additional Hosting & Delivery by

